1984 and from 4 January to 25 June 1985 on Coronados Island and the adjacent Baja peninsula (hereafter referred to as the mainland) as part of a study of the landbird communities in the two locations. At each location I established two IO-ha study plots where I color-banded birds, mapped territories, and searched for nests. When a nest was found, it was periodically checked (usually at I-to 4-day intervals) until the young fledged or the nest failed. If a nest was found before laying was completed, the date at which incubation started (initiation date) was recorded as the midpoint between the nest check when incubation had started and the previous check (unless the hatching date or fledging date provided a more accurate estimate). If laying was completed, I estimated initiation date by extrapolation based on hatching date, fledging date, or the size of the young when the nest was found and the number of days for incubation and nestling period for each species. Only nests for which the initiation date could be estimated to t4 days were included in the analysis.
I obtained sufficient data for the 2 years to compare the nesting phenology of five species: Black-throated Sparrows, Verdins (Auriparus.flaviceps), Costa' s Hummingbirds (Calypte costae), and Blue-gray (Polioptila caerulea) and Black-tailed (P. melanura) gnatcatchers. Nesting began in early January in 1984. In 1985, however, no nests were initiated until early February and it was not until late February or early March that nesting began in earnest (Fig. 1) Table 1 ). The lack of significant difference for the gnatcatchers urobablv was due to the small sample size-for these species because the earliest initiation date was considerably earlier in 1984 than 1985 for both species (Table 2 ). The earlier median dates in 1984 were not due to the extended field season in 1985. When I consider only those nests that were discovered on or before day 15 1 (the last day in 1984 that a nest whose initiation date could be determined was found) the differences were still significant for Black-throated Sparrows (P = 0.0013), Verdins (P = 0.0027), Costa' s Hummingbirds (P < O.OOOl), and for all species combined (P < 0.0001). Nesting undoubtedly continued after I left in both years but the peak of spring breeding had passed ( I estimated arthropod abundance on the island and the mainland study sites in 1984 and 198 5 using stickyboard traps. I placed 12 stickyboard traps on the ground and 24 in shrubs on the island and the mainland at l-month intervals from January to May in 1984 and January to June in 1985. The number of arthropods caught on the stickyboards differed significantly by location (island vs. mainland) and site (shrub vs. ground) so I analyzed the data separately for each location and site and then tested for differences between years for each month using a Fischer' s combined probability test (Sokal and Rohlf 1969, p. 623). The number of arthropods was significantly higher in 1984 than 1985 in February and March, but there was no difference for the other months (January to April x2 = 10.6, df = 8, P = 0.22; x2 = 21.6, df = 8, P = 0.0007; x2 = 21.6, df = 8, P = 0.006; x2 = 13.6, df = 8, P = 0.09; there was no consistent difference in May so a combined test was not appropriate). The number of arthropods caught on all of the stickyboards are plotted separately for the island and the mainland sites for each month in Figure  1 . In both years the number of arthropods reached a peak in February or March then decreased each month as the season progressed. Thus, arthropod abundance was higher early in the season in 1984 which is consistent with the early breeding observed during that year.
These data indicate that the initiation of breeding of landbirds in southern Baia California and the nearbv islands varies greatly from year to year, perhaps in association with variations in climatic factors and food abundance. The different breeding seasons for Blackthroated Sparrows reported by van Rossem (1945) and
